
 David Gray makes his first 
appearance at the Senate 
Theater for us on Sunday, 
April 17. 
David Gray was the recipient 
of the “Theater Organist of 
the Year” award in 2015 at the 
ATOS national convention in 
Philadelphia. 
 He was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1990 and first 
showed an interest in music at 
the age of four.  He first 
taught himself how to play the 
piano by ear, and his first les-
sons followed a year later.  At 
the age of thirteen, he began 
attending St Mary’s specialist 
music school in Edinburgh 
with a principal focus on pi-
ano, but also started studying 
classical organ in St Mary’s 
Episcopal cathedral with 
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D avid Gray Premiers At Senate 
Sunday, April 17, 2016 

Doors open at 2:00 p.m.    Concert starts at 3:00 p.m. 
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Simon Nieminski.  It was 
around this time he had his 
first encounter with theatre 
organ, and the first instru-
ment he ever played was a 3/8 
Compton organ in Glasgow.  
With the help of Duncan Sin-
clair from the Scottish Cin-
ema Organ Society he began 
to learn to play the instru-
ment, and in 2005 won the 
ATOS Young Theatre Organ-
ist of the Year competition.  
This led to great acclaim inter-
nationally for his skills as a 
theatre organist.  He has made 
many appearances in the UK, 
and was the recipient of the 
Ian Sutherland Award from 
the Cinema Organ Society 
and the Dean Herrick Memo-
rial Cup from the ATOS Lon-
don chapter. 

 Towards the end of his high 
school studies, he chose to stop 
playing and studying classical 
organ as there simply was not 
enough time to do everything.  
However, he kept the theatre 
organ going as it is just too 
much fun and enjoyment to 
ever let go of! 
 Since 2008 David has been 
studying piano on an under-
graduate program, with a full 
scholarship to the Royal Acad-
emy of Music in London.  His 
teacher is renowned pianist 
Hamish Milne.  In time between 
lessons and exams he remains as 
active as possible on the theatre 
organ scene.  
 Don’t miss this great concert!  
We look forward to seeing you 
at the Senate Theater. 
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Detroit Theater 
Organ Society 

2016 Concert Series 
April 17—David Gray 

May 15—Martin Ellis 

June 26—Jonas Nordwall 

September 18—Dave Calendine 

October 16—Pierre Fracalanza 

November 20—Justin Stahl 

December 4—Lance Luce 


